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FGBC Green Home Retrofit Guidelines Available 
 

Homeowners wanting a do-it-yourself guide for greening their 

homes will find a new resource available from the Florida 

Green Building Coalition (FGBC). The FGBC Florida Green 

Home Retrofit Guidelines were developed to assist 

homeowners and remodelers in making home improvement 

decisions to improve the efficiency, health and environmental 

friendliness of their homes. The guide includes assessments in 

five categories, including energy, water, health, materials, 

and durability. Also included is an option for homeowners to 

receive third-party verification that efficiency improvements 

have been incorporated into their homes, which can be a 

valuable selling tool. [More] 

Florida Water StarSM Now Offered Statewide 
 

The St. Johns River Water Management District's residential 

water conservation program - Florida Water StarSM - is now 

offered statewide, bringing the economic and environmental 

benefits of water efficiency to homeowners in all of Florida's 

67 counties.  

  

The Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC), a nonprofit 

corporation that promotes sustainability, recently agreed to 

administer the program in the Suwannee River and Northwest 

Florida water management districts - the two remaining 

regions where Florida Water StarSM had not yet been 

available. The St. Johns River, South Florida and Southwest 

Florida water management districts administer the program 

within their respective boundaries. Be the first to get your 

project Florida Water StarSM certified in the Florida Panhandle 

and win a free project spotlight on the FGBC website. 

[More] 

Photovoltaic Energy Valuation Tool Released 
 

A new tool developed by Sandia National Laboratories and 

Solar Power Electric allows property owners to determine the 

value of a new or existing photovoltaic system installed on 

residential and commercial properties.   

  

The tool provides appraisers, real estate agents and mortgage 

underwriters with more accurate values for PV systems. 

Licensed for solar PV installations, it can also be used for 

other large green features in a home that generate income, 

such as wind turbines. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1109zlM8djeqlZExaA9SOujsXxmHTGiU8jSfQ18Mu86QxweHaMFU-_Fh0oSy9SD6eU3GOvXXvhfX0UwiP_LuST9vfWacJvafITz2mPAO0NihiyHRWWuSUW6_bKOx6HdznL5bleZTt8Y41xwLUDIcpl
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2U8cD4nI2ogQK-5qmSP4DzXN_w0qAKBnmMAH__mBk05Zy4WxsK-tN7P9noId5sxqxP3Hlxie0XphjvCkq7G_tcLQY53jufnNi9r9MegCs-8IJhV1nGPSVaWaAa_psgEEW_QlhNFTMSAWOezV_FoodCs81yh86mNvs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1JI2SFGLE7RYxuguCIfRejDbQdWSiFt4WMWy0-ejjyZzFiBU6oYf2CgMrR_NqmR9-_cD6MNgOQrlIm7vteMxk_EiwYaaMU0qfnn33q-o3_6rakEwN0pyCoLXfyxza9JkviWALQVEGgEIzs1ADc5407voTac68mqEM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2SrUxVYVwrRmmf0YYSmHIs-cuVnPj7txnNC1hCyRUm_efG4Vxbp-JJD93vH7I_kSrq2eH0UrHdL7RH5TQKZJThuYjqjJ6gt3F3bochSxzBw4EzS31rXiSY3x2dhQd908k2dV8xSlwJpg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1xAsRtYmXofnpeU2XPLkA1B7gcNqJHfRWJ9hJsBSTFhVgVGbFo_QJrtJmozkWVN6S4Da3B500_aTMftkGQ3ivRTilm3HISYcdogWTxcnye75Tkx_5RW4-PcoD9qseAIL4=


Certification 

News  

  
"Florida Green" Homes 
Certified 
128 Homes so far in 2012 
4,258 total as of 
2/14/12   
  
Local Governments 
City of Largo 
Certified: 12/22/11 
Level: Silver 
Points: 24 

Education 
Opportunities  

February 29, 2012 
Local Government 
Clean Energy Forum 
On-line webinar 
Register 
  

March 21-22, 2012  
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 
  
March 22, 2012  
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Renewal 
Course 
Pensacola, FL 
[Register] 

Calendar of Events 
 

  
February 24, 2012 
Water and Energy 
Conservation Expo 
Deltona City Hall 
Commission Chambers 
Deltona, FL 
More Info 
  
February 27-29, 2012 
RESNET Conference 
Renaissance Austin Hotel 
Austin, TX 
More 
  
February 28, 2012 
National Invasive 
Species Awareness 
Week - Backyard Weed 
Seminar 
Tallahassee Garden Club 

507 N Calhoun Street 
Tallahassee, FL 
More 
  
March 7-8, 2012 
GreenPrints 
Conference 

  

PV Value™, an electronic form to standardize appraisals, will 

provide consistent appraisals of homes and businesses 

outfitted with photovoltaic (PV) installations. Sandia National 

Laboratories and Solar Power Electric™ developed this tool to 

address a recurring challenge faced by the real estate 

industry. [More] 

New Commercial Lighting Specs Released 
 

The U.S. Energy Department recently announced new 

voluntary energy-saving specifications for lighting troffers - 

rectangular overhead fixtures used in commercial buildings - 

as well as parking lot and parking structure lighting. The new 

performance criteria were developed by the Department of 

Energy's Commercial Building Energy Alliances (CBEAs). 

  

On average, over half of the lighting fixtures in commercial 

buildings operate for more than 10 hours a day and 

collectively consume more than 87 terawatt hours of 

electricity annually, which is equivalent to the energy used by 

nearly 3 million homes. These new commercial lighting 

specifications can reduce energy use by more than 40 percent 

compared with conventional lighting and have the potential to 

save businesses up to $5 billion annually. 

  

The new CBEA High Efficiency Troffer Specification provides 

minimum performance levels for LED and fluorescent troffers. 

The specification also includes an optional section on lighting 

controls, which can boost savings up to 75 percent by 

employing technologies such as motion sensors and timers. 

  

DOE also released updated specifications for high-efficiency 

parking lot and parking structure lighting.[More] 

KB Homes Includes Solar Panels as Standard Feature 
 

Capitalizing on a federal renewable-energy tax credit, KB 

Homes expects to be the first production builder in Florida to 

include solar-energy panels as a standard feature on new 

houses in select communities. Recently it began installing 

them on the model home at the Apopka-area Fisher 

Plantation community, which has about 52 lots left and prices 

starting in the low $200,000s. 

  

Once installed, the base unit is expected to generate 1.4 

kilowatts of power and shave about 30 percent off utility 

costs. KB Homes has estimated that a homeowner will save 

more than $1,200 annually, compared with a typical resale 

home, in a solar-powered house with three bedrooms. 

  

The base-model panels at the houses being built in Fisher 

Plantation retail for $10,800 and buyers qualify for a 30-

percent tax break, worth $3,240, from the Residential 

Renewable Energy Tax Credit. [More] 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1GmH5a53yxWMr2keYdpoO4vbWIcilKvBhKmzMZQwQtOhEWaVaNCzAw9xGp0sok_ESdLyYBh1ZF11HYGZ26tGRYBjXmL38ulO2uWmSjOYhaq3D20Ieu2zrjrp3zAniy1bE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy0VnJTnQ00WomXh1qMiNxBhzWmW3cv9a-tq0ivT3WJdtD8VC-0ElclTazFO3e6mfH_6cIdiJoKCYYT-HCQqyw2IMFzaOjp87_N1xO-lrSWDn2c_39UirxopGzg0WY5ZQ3EF_MKXu3_0T6EltxZNoHDGCd_ax0mDUIg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy0ut2w3vjP5sjfNr0vbhkbQgdLSn3fn7fyLNfILJS174KjaFBKxW3nLCOBXXZ96Cv9oRQ6FSPOXWFa2ekoOODn8heL4sa9lt2WeOXqhFb44diJfvYs9hHNBaGqiG5UozcmUqA6xRv0mOTkt21qA9fH-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1EcCe_GoQHQPEdS1JPClSC3NviIN28blyJK92iUo3o40prENoPF0OVvm2UBpHLBN2WfykMsFaUmT4MaEgQ0nnRdkjHvCu0EVhulCN5y_2y2DiXGO1iK0P0boLPaEIWU_evbkCtFVxwtxg5GIya3tucYkY1AqL2tQds6h_J2MLlT4wrT_ID5pCY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy0MBY28ib7IqKHIdVCrfPsbCmyz-iYd_AhEcxikF6JuIScwuqYGxShbVMLDZadQPlrAIbkYOxNtNf_-nImHPoiGcWdnhjCIQW8DTSTrXm6VTLHkqCosfHjR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2AVCoeqY35Gs7GoXqT5prBy6Uqlsrk9cqqaa0Hn6C3iuSS-oQmm9V7fclNBoKaoKurnm3iAjPKj0lA_Lv6T_JJ4FTuEH7G8Y72Erf7njhZ3avdBmzYzm5mW5DcPbAQR5QEtfmZEHjfKt_X4GriprR4N0txwegKf4bnfr5vQebo3hqcEaSjBvkhgs-nb8q2eDw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy0hYlxfNVEbt-J8yVgLl4nxkh1z_hghv336GptpNe7aNyVP-uKYF_VEgQhD-IIWTpsIZbjHSkg-IpcB3aaTMtEudv_6E1mwY6070K3YwbHTEKNx2UFN53laMVRnc4UTXhw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy3Oao5ItWxzYBdHZClubibQOCy-L-0xg3PaXSAJpYhU-5smAyh-pj1vY9RkHt3qdnbOPKMgcCFVEZYBfQvyX38AqhxbfKKt-lJRU4UIee3Oz5qyddt8WJO1OpThOrm1CxziOITWYreRlYKmgQqz89QFgeXLidOtFuqtnyo49Z2C5g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1GmH5a53yxWI9z8uyG40e19n_G-4VA9ddWtDTolwbmLjavRRW4ON1dZbxgr_SGHX_j0tZc0uQb45NL6CvjzmxfzGxocv1cLvM-t4sUZjcQ-iyAVs2CL9nc9RQ3fL13pbI3IOGyYm5cDksf6OGZLwwKRTVDhvvC5Em1zLCvyHIjPvWf304KsywhqUxUc9XxljM=


Georgia Tech REsearch 
Institute 
Atlanta, GA 
Register 
  
March 10, 2012 
Marion County Master 
Gardeners 18th Annual 
Spring Festival 
2232 NE Jacksonville Rd 
Ocala, FL 
More Info 
  
March 19-21, 2012  
Power Up Energy Expo 
Pensacola Beach, FL 
Register 
  
March 21-22, 2012 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
Cocoa, FL 
Register 
  
March 23, 2012 
Low Impact 
Development (LID) 
Expo 
Twin Lakes Park 
Sarasota, FL 
More 
  
March 27-29, 2012 
Energy Efficiency 
Global Forum 
Peabody Hotel 
Orlando, FL 
More 

Join Our List  

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Building Trends 2012 
J. Walter Thompson Watch 
List 
Electric fleets, fuel from 
waste, rainwater harvesting, 
solar make list 
[More] 
  
Buildipedia Home Trends 
[More] 
  
Earth Advantage 
Predictions 
[More] 
  
U of F Researchers Advance 
Solar Efficiency 
[More]  

FGBC Committee 
 

Incubator Program Recruits Solar Startups 
 

DOE is accepting SunShot Incubator proposals from startup 

companies looking to introduce cost-reduction solutions to the 

solar energy market. Areas of interest include, but are not 

limited to: 

  

*Photovoltaics  

*Concentrating Solar Power  

*Balance of Systems  

*Power Electronics  

*Tools to Reduce Non-Hardware Costs  

*Plug-and-Play Wiring and Installation Techniques  

*Energy Storage 

  

As part of the SunShot Incubator program, this funding 

opportunity is designed to help small businesses and 

entrepreneurs develop both hardware technologies and non-

hardware solutions that will make solar more accessible for 

Americans. [More] 

PowerUp Energy Expo Set for March 17-21 
 

Power Up Energy Expo connects energy industry experts, 

influential business leaders, policy makers, conservationists, 

and green building enthusiast, as they share innovative 

techniques to address the energy issues and advance the 

green building movement. Attendees will hear presentations 

and panel discussions across all energy sectors including 

wind, solar, hydro, geothermal, ocean, and bioenergy. 

  

Our partner, Gulf Coast Energy Network, which sponsors 

PowerUp, is offering FGBC members a $50 registration 

discount - mention code: "FGBC-POWER." [More] 

  

The FGBC Certifying Agent Annual Verification class is being 

held on March 22 in conjunction with PowerUp and FGBC is 

hosting an exhibit booth during the conference, so join us for 

an FGBC networking event. [Course Registration] 

TMDL Water Quality Restoration Grant Opportunity - Due 
March 1  

Three times a year, funding is awarded for the 

implementation of best management practices designed to 

reduce pollutant loads to impaired waters from urban 

stormwater discharges. This funding is administered by the 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection as the TMDL 

Water Quality Restoration Grant. 

  

DEP is accepting applications for the TMDL water quality 

restoration grant program. The deadline for this project 

selection period is March 1, 2012. [More]  

Florida's First Natural Gas Fueling Facility Breaks Ground 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2c7MZt88yB2-nAOPAYsm2tCCyvJk98cHrCvxzKvRBmcuoINetATGY9iJOCrfLJ0nLtIz0kYU5HKsxV6UZpfphyGZR6rLx9Yw3mWFU_F8XfzQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy27mD921EfrjyBgy9T8QqB3BFZQBH7hVam-d_UmiItsbNCoi3OLnrKlc0C3KaC3HdFUuwlg1g-B7uZjuM2JiHPIdNMJYad0t9kkHi4XOvERBBahr46tZ2bkK8gE7hv1jImPeTSMUuAeBU5WnvyPUNkaf-2QOsmyTZc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2hrZAA6Ci2GfgnqGgJAK0d1JvPW-UURaiL15oQp0GbLU_FDfmYQuJ_DcGB_CJQHM343Kg-i2vG53MTcD9pPfusgbpHl4WNovdDp6oswHGhkjsWnrLahjWP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy0VnJTnQ00WomXh1qMiNxBhzWmW3cv9a-tq0ivT3WJdtD8VC-0ElclTazFO3e6mfH_6cIdiJoKCYYT-HCQqyw2IMFzaOjp87_N1xO-lrSWDn2c_39UirxopGzg0WY5ZQ3EF_MKXu3_0T6EltxZNoHDGCd_ax0mDUIg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1X2ynns-GjBPUPqhYV5z6N_VpGaszA0q2t2REoPtO_5JPYPJwrvuRECYjNjgZQ_Glr34F4AdiEASibv1cqLXLls3NXZHdnje--PwOK9Txy-Kl8zr8O-1E-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1EA4HiCSM5HGWUEZ0mgf2cl1tJ-Bwx20PCfdlzdRQnSIwRxQcCDH4e4R61UmVkcSRZct_tSKk4bvwA1I-ASmcjohR6fxMn3BARI7601QaL5Musf86wUKdg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2BHbb-w9ANmZ6jXbSgyjqEkZFVuaJc2QJsxhdjW-smOPGUi13P2V1T5i5BVAfjfUUKFZu6wgOdhVnJOGoG1yFnyK0hOOB-ipBv4xpqz9_7s-3zwNU8J6nb0MRv2-jVhhbG_Z7rKGLNUDMyP_cy9pWAAvTw_cbZ2mfyoAkgEfX8rDk3uoi15KnW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2-KApTnPoGiBrplRGU-NFAhvcfOfpvFJ-KkVSm8FFydJ2QWDkUxiwnl5_UD3_THlceuDJlBKiSyTjCmF5jidnoyBZeoQcYXZf0GII0g0V5QDigpbRj9yDlgDV3UQJ27RazQRd-gohP3KV2YIrKz5ejrPKojFwF6urJifwOtiizLmqYvO647p1h
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy39aOY0P1tY11YBJ1Ttmq7ZpDN8M5cRFMne5Cayhh8AOyLxI_XCFC7Hf8IVACGyWlNKlfq0hXZOLOw9lsRdGW6B0u2wQaEc9fem6cQ_ji7ptqD5toL5v14p20NjxG4w59XIL5Fz1JfrBhTV24nBH4r36cLvq7xSa8MgHZa7zH8yAh91PM56lKwv3KdSTR6XsL5pfPQk379bYibIY1LU6tkvifY3kqsYsTn-RBkyqarfpZW7bdAZBUn1eiwUicSioxpQBzbBbyp5xg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2519RyyVC4yqxZivYTTgwbbmfMfeuxWAUJXCdrlB7Z-t0KJPnYsX2dcgDfGXgUl46N1hJ_zajkP1UgGoEWDUhL4EiRw-gIU8ad1h8zOq8zUykVRcLig2LolDpsWia4tHop0R5CsO_YIO9mZbSv3Od4XcrgBPlZlckfbD_K9SAGsgRUrbAHPAoYme1qO0UPyDp8E3gAStA8nVpzZec1Dz6sioHX4M900wJh_D0nFhQ-Wg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy27mD921Efrj64sS4E2xDzzbxT_ZIe0TDx91OSPFhj4YoWXMf2rr52JcUVdgwCD_l6VyqwNv89khaa1r5L6Ipkk61p64YMwDc57MpgYxlavJJ0j-I02XJLvPDj84N6B6zr-RA_UH7g26cv_eZhifRBLszn5flXrTCh33ZLUcGeN4pE6xAdLI9hMS0PkwZbt1QI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2hrZAA6Ci2GfgnqGgJAK0d1JvPW-UURaiL15oQp0GbLU_FDfmYQuJ_DcGB_CJQHM343Kg-i2vG53MTcD9pPfusgbpHl4WNovdDp6oswHGhkjsWnrLahjWP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1-_YWNCofpAmAUkslhB8mf5-AwidTi7ZtpaWg9o4AOnVfvJlRS8xzzbR60jYKAONFd_5mh42viqFWZyTAqn-1PiCTtxMY2QPBTo-X67czXur11Aol1yqGadNNBlWUHcxRQoUAUaHqAvLD0JU2zs17tm6a70A8IMkFb6BbO83rPeA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1Je06p_yvB3ddtEQ9mN0wPE7Gm8ErSb-fzUHN6peAdI2aV4_JjQ9RhG6K2A0xx5M-ruduh3EqKU5DDeqKOqHi7nb6aXESe65TbTy1Q-1rcXfo36EBAe5G8pEwHts1YV_B20IdXLmgq-oWszNDWHHfqTJZRvVGl3ek=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101966333433


Meetings  

   

Affordable Housing  
3rd Thursday-monthly 
10 a.m. 

Board of Directors 
2nd Wednesday-monthly 

3 p.m. 

Commercial 
1st Tuesday-monthly 
3 p.m. 

 

Education 

1st Thursday-monthly 
2 p.m. 

 

GreenTrends  

4th Tuesday-monthly  
10 a.m. (New Time) 

  

Hi-Rise Residential 
3rd Tuesday-monthly 
11 a.m. 
 

Homes 
2nd Tuesday-monthly 
2 p.m. 

Land Development 
4th Wednesday-monthly 
4 p.m. 

Local Government 
1st Tuesday-monthly 
10:30 a.m. 

Membership 
Committee 
3rd Thursday-monthly 

1 p.m. 

Programs & 
Promotions 
3rd Thursday-monthly 
1 p.m.  

  

DOE Funding 
Programs  

DOE has wide range of 

funding programs 
available for 
renewable energy 
projects that use solar, 
geothermal or wind.  
  

The six-month countdown began February 7 for the opening 

of what will be the first compressed natural gas fueling facility 

of its kind in Florida, giving fleet owners and motorists yet 

another energy option for their vehicles. Flanked by shiny 

CNG-fueled school buses, Gov. Rick Scott joined Leon County 

School Superintendent Jackie Pons, Nopetro CEO Jorge 

Herrera, and local officials to kick off construction of the 

project, which is the result of a public-private partnership of 

Leon County Schools, Nopetro, and the City of Tallahassee 

Utilities. 

  

Commissioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam said the challenge 

in making greater use of alternative fuels is the infrastructure 

needed to make them available to users. "Trailblazers like this 

school district are building that bridge," he added. 

Grant Targets Commercial Building Professionals  
 

   

The U.S. Energy Department and the Department of 

Commerce's National Institute of Standards and Technology 

(NIST) Manufacturing Extension Partnership Program have 

announced up to $1.3 million for training programs to provide 

commercial building professionals with critical skills needed to 

optimize building efficiency, reduce waste, and save money. 

Training will be tailored to building operators, building 

managers and energy service providers. [More] 

 Legislative News 
 

  

Scott Signs State Water Quality Rules 

Gov. Rick Scott signed HB 7051 this week, backing proposed 

state water quality rules that are intended to replace federal 

rules opposed by utilities, industry and agriculture groups.   

     

The proposed state rules are being challenged by the Florida 

Wildlife Federation, the Sierra Club, the Conservancy of 

Southwest Florida, the Environmental Confederation of 

Southwest Florida and the St. Johns Riverkeeper. They 

contend the rules are weak and unenforceable. A two-week 

hearing on their challenge is scheduled to begin Feb. 27 

before the Division of Administrative Hearings. 

  

HB 7051 waives a state law requirement that the proposed 

rules be ratified by the Legislature. The rules will go back to 

the Legislature for approval if major changes are made as a 

result of the legal challenge or the EPA review. 

  

Oil Drilling Limited to Panhandle Area 

SB 1158 seeks to encourage oil exploration and drilling on 

state lands. Its House counter bill (HB695) was amended this 

week to apply only to areas west of Tallahassee. HB 695 and 

SB 1158 would allow energy companies to enter into 

partnership agreements with state land management 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy1ehQvw8SA2p7hb_e0-5EI-ZUeVGlTgyhITF-rI055ONvjEcG4zSaNdb26-lKBQABipOvJ-3J_3doA9C0ijpEOLmhEhzwfA39DpTfXxZSAD068G1cc--aT12HefWyBkvVd6auXFyie0YRbOD_v0hjjFmoo7-zeNCW7f5Fa7LwJpwQ==
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agencies to explore and drill for oil and gas. Drilling must be 

allowed in land management plans before an agreement can 

be presented to the Cabinet for approval. 

  

Regional Planning Councils Targeted 

SB 842 bans regional planning councils from both providing 

paid planning services for the cities and counties, and then 

reviewing their land-use changes.  

  

Senator Bennett, who is Senate president pro-tem, said the 

councils are competing with planners in the private sector and 

also face a potential conflict of interest. "If they are going to 

contract for that work, then somebody other than their own 

agency should be reviewing that work," Bennet added.  

Scott Koons, chair of the Florida Regional Councils 

Association's Executive Directors Advisory Committee, said 

state law already prohibits the councils from reviewing the 

work they do for local governments.   

  

The bill also prohibits planning councils from accepting grants 

unless they can show it won't affect their core missions. 

Koons, who is executive director of the North Central Florida 

Regional Planning Council, said 85 percent of the budgets of 

regional planning councils come from grants. He noted that 

the $2.5 million traditionally provided by the state for regional 

planning councils was vetoed last year by Gov. Rick Scott.   

  

House Energy Bill Moving 

Provided by Mike Rogers, Wilson Management, Tallahassee, 

FL 

The House Finance and Tax Committee on Wednesday 

unanimously approved an energy bill that sponsor Scott 

Plakon, R-Longwood, described as a "modest step" toward 

bringing more renewable energy to Florida. The bill (HB 7117) 

includes tax exemptions and credits aimed at encouraging the 

development of renewable fuels and other types of renewable 

energy. Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam, who has 

been leading renewable-energy efforts, e-mailed a weekly 

newsletter last week that described the House bill and a 

similar Senate proposal as a "small jolt" for energy policy. 

"The Florida Legislature has never been serious about 

renewable energy, or conservation for that matter, and 

pending bills in the House and Senate would only modestly 

advance the discussion,'' the Putnam newsletter said. 

"However weak, though, the legislation is a start in a tough 

political and economic climate.'' The House and Senate bills, 

however, include some significant differences. As an example, 

the House bill would move oversight of the state Office of 

Public Counsel --- which represents consumers in utility cases 

--- from the Legislature to the state Financial Services 

Commission. That commission is made up of Gov. Rick Scott 

and Cabinet members. 

Florida Eligible for Beach Cleanup Funds from EPA  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy0vp7Ym4qv9H3SH5d5LnPBdc1tyGiIVnynO9-H6aN2Hb5zg_W21IBouwY3fOK_lH3NBaJ4HU0bipOn5n8zPwoz0fbn2RKvyq4-95m6UJdQcEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy2sK-rqrbum8jcq3P6-MbxHFuJ3qdHv8tjaKnwBEh4J-ylHyFsMZFu-MBPKDA8Stc0KiGxvL7_lavajh8NiV2p4bXrQs8GmLZFHWnOoQxl9KPmQY3WGPL9KWbXP9VumvTo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy3LoepjPU_GiB1cT7IeFzEKAKZbcPZFDV2cov2q7sVKR5wbY0lVYE11KtmfxntphbFbxUgId6jU8SDiFJeaR5ROg1XmjyaI48y5zSMeeWjdlaf53Trar5PE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1109324534089&s=11310&e=001uxLW5wfxzy11kq7hs98aQlszWAuz28P85ynGTM_0F9vDcgsFsEOQN4nX-Q5MgJztNnedIpqpX5Tp8BH0oiW3m6X3WgTmJp86fPTWZBrUB-uluxqbj1-y139hbDHy1FFVmBiQFCHo758=


EPA is making almost $10 million in grants available in 2012 

to eligible coastal and Great Lakes states, territories and 

tribes to help them implement programs to monitor water 

quality at their beaches and to notify the public when water 

quality problems exist. Florida received the most funding at 

$516,000. The grants will help local authorities monitor beach 

water quality and notify the public of conditions that may be 

unsafe for swimming. The Florida Department of Health offers 

a website that reports water quality samplings by county. 

[More] 
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