
HERS Home Energy Rating System 

Hp Horse Power 

HVAC Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning 

IC Insulated Contact 

ICAT Insulated Contact Air Tight 

ICF Insulated Concrete Forms 

IPM Integrated Pest Management 

kWh Kilo-Watt Hour 

LED Light Emitting Diode 

LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

MaP Maximum Performance 

MERV Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value 

NAHB National Association of Home Builders 

NSSA National Storm Shelter Association 

Pa Pascal 

PET Plastic Poly-Ethylene Terephthalate Plastic 

PV Photovoltaic 

PVC Poly-Vinyl Chloride 

SIP Structural Insulated Panels 

UV  Ultra-Violet 

VOC Volatile Organic Compounds 

WF Water Factor 

UNAR Unified North American Requirements 

 
    
 
 
    
 

 



 

 

Florida Green Home Standard 

Glossary 
 

Aerating: to expose to the action or effect of air or to cause air to circulate through: to 
aerate milk in order to remove odors. 

Autoclaved aerated concrete: precast building stone made of all-natural raw 
materials. It is economical, environmentally friendly, cellular, and lightweight, resists fire 
& termites, and provides insulation. 

Back draft: an explosive surge in a fire produced by the sudden mixing of air with other 
combustible gases, or airflow in a backwards direction. 

Bitumen: any of various natural substances, as asphalt, maltha, or gilsonite, consisting 
mainly of hydrocarbons. 

Blackwater: wastewater containing bodily or other biological wastes, as from toilets, 
dishwashers, or kitchen drains. 

Capillary action: a manifestation of surface tension by which the portion of the surface 
of a liquid coming in contact with a solid is elevated or depressed, depending on the 
adhesive or cohesive properties of the liquid. 

Caulk: to fill or close seams or crevices of (a tank, window, etc.) in order to make 
watertight, airtight, etc. 

Clerestory:  windows that are above the eye level for privacy and allow sunlight in while 
reducing heat gain . 

Combustion: a process in which a substance reacts with oxygen to give heat and light. 

Conditioned Space: an area or volume of a home that is air conditioned. 

Conduit: a pipe, tube, or the like, for conveying water or other fluid. 



Cross Ventilation: relies on wind to force cool exterior air into the building through an 
inlet (window, door, etc.) and to force warm interior air out of the building through an 
outlet (window, door, etc.). 

Deciduous: shedding the leaves annually, as certain trees and shrubs. 

Dehumidification: to remove moisture from. 

Eaves: the overhanging lower edge of a roof. 

Elastomeric: an elastic substance occurring naturally, as natural rubber, or produced 
synthetically, as butyl rubber or neoprene. 

Electrostatic: of or pertaining to static electricity. 

Exotic: of foreign origin or character; not native; introduced from abroad, but not fully 
naturalized or acclimatized: exotic plants. 

Fascia: any relatively broad, flat, horizontal surface, as the outer edge of a cornice, a 
stringcourse, etc. 

Fenestration: the design and disposition of windows and other exterior openings of a 
building. 

Finger jointed: a method of joining two pieces of lumber end-to-end by sawing into the 
end of each piece a set of projecting "fingers" that interlock. 

Flashing: pieces of sheet metal or the like used to cover and protect certain joints and 
angles, as where a roof comes in contact with a wall or chimney, esp. against leakage. 

Formaldehyde: a colorless, toxic, potentially carcinogenic, water-soluble gas, CH2O, 
having a suffocating odor, usually derived from methyl alcohol by oxidation: used chiefly 
in aqueous solution, as a disinfectant and preservative, and in the manufacture of 
various resins and plastics. 

Gasket: a rubber, metal, or rope ring, for packing a piston or placing around a joint to 
make it watertight. 

Greywater: domestic wastewater from any source except toilets and the kitchen sink—
this includes laundry, shower/bath, faucets, and dishwasher.   

Harborage: any shelter or lodging. 

Herbicides: a chemical substance used to destroy or inhibit the growth of plants, 
especially weeds. 



Humidistat: an instrument for measuring and controlling humidity. 

Infiltration: to pass into or through a substance, assembly, etc.. 

Kraft: a tough, usually brown paper made from wood pulp treated with a solution of 
sodium sulfate. 

Laminar flow: the flow of a viscous fluid in which particles of the fluid move in parallel 
layers, each of which has a constant velocity but is in motion relative to its neighboring 
layers. 

Linoleum: a hard, washable floor covering formed by coating burlap or canvas with 
linseed oil, powdered cork, and rosin, and adding pigments to create the desired colors 
and patterns. 

Louvered: A framed opening, as in a wall, door, or window, fitted with fixed or movable 
horizontal slats for admitting air and light and shedding rain. 

Manual D: Air Conditioning Contractors Association guidelines for designing forced air 
ductwork. 

Manual J: Air Conditioning Contractors Association guidelines providing complete 
instructions for estimating heat loss and heat gain for residential structures. 

Mastic: any of various preparations containing bituminous materials and used as an 
adhesive or seal. 

Mildewcide: a chemical for destroying mildew.  

Percolation: the slow movement of water through the pores in soil or permeable rock. 

Pervious: admitting of passage or entrance; permeable. 

Photovoltaic: Capable of producing a voltage when exposed to radiant energy, 
especially light. 

Plenum: a space, usually above a ceiling or below a floor, that can serve as a receiving 
chamber for air that has been heated or cooled to be distributed to inhabited areas. 

Polystyrene: clear plastic or stiff foam, a polymer of styrene, used chiefly as an 
insulator in refrigerators and air conditioners. 

Polyurethane: a thermoplastic polymer containing the group NHCOO: used for padding 
and insulation in furniture, clothing, and packaging, and in the manufacture of resins for 
adhesives, elastomers, and fillers. 



Potable: fit or suitable for drinking. 

Recessed IC(AT) fixtures: light fixtures installed flush with the ceiling that are rated for 
insulation contact (and are air tight). 

Reclaimed water: wastewater that has received at least secondary treatment and basic 
disinfection and is reused after flowing out of a domestic wastewater treatment facility.   

Sill plate: bottom horizontal member of a wall or building to which vertical members are 
attached 

Slag: the more or less completely fused and vitrified matter separated during the 
reduction of a metal from its ore. 

Soffit: the underside of an architectural feature, as a beam, arch, ceiling, vault, or 
cornice. 

Stormwater: a term used to describe water that originates during precipitation events. 

Structural Insulated Panel: two (outer) layers of oriented strand board and foam core, 
ranging from 2 to 12 inches thick.  They can be used to build exterior walls, roofs, and 
floors.   

Swale: A shallow trough like depression that carries water mainly during rainstorms or 
snow melts. 

Terrace: a raised level with a vertical or sloping front or sides faced with masonry, turf, 
or the like, esp. one of a series of levels rising one above another 

Unconditioned Space: an area of a home that does not have air conditioned supplied 
to it, i.e. garage, etc... 

Urethane: a white, crystalline, water-soluble powder, C3H7NO2: used chiefly as a 
solvent, in organic synthesis, as a fungicide and pesticide. 

Wastewater: water that has been used in washing, flushing, manufacturing, etc.; 
sewage. 

 

 

 

* Some definitions provided by www.dictionary.com 













Florida Green Building Coalition   Version 6.0 

    

FGBC Home Score 

SUBMITTING YOUR CERTIFICATION 

A FGBC Certifying agent must submit your completed checklist with documentation for certification 
  

Mail the checklist and the corresponding application fee to: 
  

FGBC c/o Florida Solar Energy Center 
1679 Clearlake Rd 
Cocoa, FL 32922. 

  

Include a Check payable to the Florida Green Building Coalition (based on the below fee schedule) 
  

Member of FGBC and FHBA      $  50.00 
Member of FGBC or FHBA      $  75.00 
Non Members       $100.00 

Builder Information 

Name  

Company  

Address  

City / Zip  

Phone  

Fax  

E-mail  

Certifying Agent Information 

Name  

Company  

Address  

City/County  

Phone  

Fax  

E-mail  

Home Information 

Name  

Address  

City / Zip  

Phone  

Fax  

E-mail  

This Green Home Certification 
Standard is endorsed by the 

Florida Home Builders 
Association 

By signing below we acknowledge that each of the measures intended 
to qualify the home for the Florida Green Home Standard have been 
incorporated into the home’s construction/renovation. 

Home Builder  

OR  

Home Owner  

Certifying Agent  

Date  

Insert your scores below—verify that you have achieved each category minimum—total your score 
CATEGORY YOUR SCORE REQUIRED MIN—MAX  

Category 1: Energy  30—75 
Category 2: Water  15—40 
Category 3: Lot Choice  0—15 
Category 4: Site  5—30 
Category 5: Health  15—35 
Category 6: Materials  10—35 
Category 7: Disaster Mitigation  5—30 
Category 8: General  0—40  

TOTAL  80—300 
 TOTAL NEEDED    
Certification Level   

(Certification Level = Total - Total Needed: Bronze= 0 - 30 , Silver= 31- 60 , Gold= 61- 90 , and Platinum= 90 & above) 




