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Green Building Offers Compelling Benefits 
To Different Types of Stakeholders  

  

A new comprehensive report released from the World Green 

Building Council (WorldGBC), highlights that there are a large 

number of compelling benefits from green buildings received 

by different stakeholders throughout the life cycle of a 

building.  

 

The report, "The Business Case for Green Building: A Review 

of the Costs and Benefits for Developers, Investors and 

Occupants," examines whether or not it's possible to attach a 

financial value to the cost and benefits of green buildings. 

Today, green buildings can be delivered at a price comparable 

to conventional buildings and investments can be recouped 

through operational cost savings and, with the right design 

features, create a more productive workplace. 

 

In markets where green has become more mainstream, there 

are indications of emerging 'brown discounts', where buildings 

that are not green may rent or sell for less. 

 

Key findings include:  

 Design and Construction Costs: Research shows 

that building green does not necessarily need to cost 

more, particularly when cost strategies, program 

management and environmental strategies are 

integrated into the development process right from the 

start;  

 Asset Value: As investors and occupiers become 

more knowledgeable about and concerned with the 

environmental and social impacts of the built 

environment, buildings with better sustainability 

credentials will have increased marketability. In fact, 

studies from around the world demonstrate a pattern 

of greener buildings being able to more easily attract 

tenants and to command higher rents and sale prices; 

 Operating Costs: Green buildings have been shown 

to save money through reduced energy and water use 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9SygA7GCJ-HgYOfYm88Q72kS7w48VkDz5dGzfIVOq9yLFHjHM-HIqyRFP4sfYaHF6Mjn_RJWdu_PVp-fBoq4rDtT91S05fnFzBsk1Hlzcz6YgETNc3ZD6rhz7VAUKXrVtOMlck32M70qSUH5aBRXR575950kKEXXUUnWwvnm3c1SNvR0wm-bsPABQll7IO8TDACW-8GbIxOpjazhrWqozoeJpIxJMu9T0pO1gA4eNuA3M5NEcDNsYvKCMKy5YWeyyTzJHAB0K5sEpC_oKim2L9d
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9Rk1j67i9mkjvoAtNENS0KRmALD72k9fZ5oBG5C87qFftVGSO1tUbqJ_bdFHi4ZeZ2TxQCEOmf52b_t1DiNc6EYfNZoVQH2avRPIhRNkwiM7v3T5Mu_FP_-mXwqdIsVJ0WgnGhAhZb1U6Bt6uXb0uj63kiZU6cn-pTZP5cpJ4Bnq2N1o5g_32iUV7HUxBr5xIp42iMjDvLwzETzdBVqpQKpXnayWbrIIsS3BstOmm8bX6nS7_kU2C9yhWLiUiBuRyGZOjGq025xwPbBCzctha_lLBZct3gNfNJDtVoviuBIOSLb9a0PHoIDziJjX2nbQ85XpJOz-_MWWyJRdlblzoWbBi68K4n1gtgCUnDJhLdSDA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9RhGsLRd_FLMvCdUMRuwyy00t_1t5qCd63Ku-61JMLd2uzZXl50KFBeK7gpLj2uOZVFadlTg0sthiICUXLo1EOaRCeSnvrrOXUs87pgXYUbOO60IBTX57114trN6BTasYv0DuefZkhr-FPSERmwyP0wgdPhzHZFFDyYvp_WriOMOCCoS0krtQ8eye6on03Gs_GY0_OzVuA2vA==
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and lower long-term operations and maintenance 

costs. The energy savings alone typically exceed any 

cost premiums associated with their design and 

construction within a reasonable payback period; 

 Workplace Productivity and Health: Research 

shows that the green design attributes of buildings and 

indoor environments can improve worker productivity 

and occupant health and well-being, resulting in 

bottom line benefits for businesses; 

 Risk Mitigation: Sustainability risk factors can 

significantly affect the rental income and the future 

value of real estate assets, in turn affecting their 

return on investment. Regulatory risks have become 

increasingly apparent in countries and cities around 

the world, including mandatory disclosure, building 

codes and laws banning inefficient buildings. 

The report concludes that by greening our built environment 

at the neighborhood and city scales, the green building 

industry can deliver on large-scale economic priorities such as 

climate change mitigation, energy security, resource 

conservation, job creation, long-term resilience, and quality of 

life. [Download the Full Report] 

  

Receive $500 for Reviewing Energy Efficiency 
In Small Commercial Building Proposals  

  

The Building Technologies Office (BTO) has announced the 

availability of up to $12 million dollars to support new 

integrated solutions for delivering energy efficiency in small 

commercial buildings measuring 50,000 sq. ft. or smaller. 

There are 4.6 million small buildings across the nation, 

comprising over 90% of the commercial building stock. This 

represents an immense opportunity to advance energy 

efficiency.  

 

BTO is looking for qualified individuals to help to choose 

impactful proposals. The responsibilities of a reviewer include 

reviewing up to 10 proposals of 40 pages each on the timeline 

below. Compensation of $500 per review is available.  Apply 

 Proposals Sent to Reviewers: 4/29/2013 by 5:00 PM 

EDT 

 Proposal Reviews Due: 5/8/2013 by 5:00 PM EDT 

See more on DE-FOA-0000829: Better Buildings: Commercial 

Energy Efficiency Solutions  

  

Congress Considers Increasing Incentives 
For Energy Efficiency Commercial Retrofits  

An existing federal tax deduction-Section 179D of the tax 

code-provides building owners with a tax incentive to help 

offset the costs associated with increasing the energy 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9SOXDYP9KDhnR38P9rid6Dbkp9M8Jm-3AYNukXI7mn54hx5Aary2LHnYfguO8GQvMxCJgJV3FfIoWpBaaF45uJj_IbX5cPRvLtdpGa3RJ_Vgt9OfwvGcynP2sDbi4x7UcpDB3i1AzI_6D37GniBI-taQzFhxe8Z3cXS8ZQvf7ONB7VVPqtSkc0mOMVQ8nljW33kyzm-a49TLh1IyFHmh8gAolEKgT9RTd0LIkLNdsyODSZkd0iBWG5implSmEBh_vXSV3BVgzshlCScd3AVG2G_NtMrsGlEikpMXoHNLF-RKqqqoPhcqvwj8MLUIrmoa8mcjco7rlc23bJxqlOFDadfAUQtSThw15k=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9TK6UNtyQ4mJjda6qRWX8XnwzrkQ6s18ySexr-6yGD0kLhyvsa8GnuBsTtFAm_HNK7BcXg9K-O6WM8JRRMlPXonvhZMtG6A04e15Uqz4HYjvikDD6UbGHyYqwTmMb8yjIXneph2K293mlft1FPdQde-y59AUsVbm2YsD24X39S1AK8tTthVet2zAEUrl-Tny4ujeamD4MHTJqqar2EJgLzpryyLHONBi4gZ9gLkJin_VOEO4iMn_IQu9v0khRAO2Mn3squ9A65KrMwWNvC8iYvkKZTsTgwssE7P4zG_-wNGcdVFA-33wYlAFtfTLLYNTRb1AuFtJGubpR70zeXUlRe5R-l5GIW8raA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9QDuyfYUKKwDMHE6ukjbYsnVV9tTB_kea3F9T8JPhC8MvMFh0RsNil1tb5PMa-L6rCyOF_3ndTSDxYie-bxARbUg9WG-SWDDgD5tSQ5gjzKCIZI_jhU9nRJ4vuDDj5AfuloXQH7ZBaiJYObdzF6cXK3cWmDg1huF4F_HyVjJbUo2Dba97ZFi5dbttfl_LRcuyXenuJtCA7Lt7TDmUZ0nuxvlT_vh-LY4JKRPT09IXr4-qs6Fg4h7jZ9kRcv30-_9sVWFC2aOD6kt_Ioz-NLtAVpWwrNZExAOxPP9xtI-CRRYbKZ1R9CMLl0dRksi15A_lGiryshbK3IHttVlqiW8q1m_6ktWNOH2O_V_0215hUSEPedGw-wDOJR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9Ty4BATXFVL1XgDaje2c3ZDVXa5SKukB9ho7KONdOtiBuBnjAu-Xr9I8pC1wDYSneZnjlch_F6YWhaLL8oT1qIqfOar1qX4BXWE7UONU0BYd2BSnfLPCUpNQdh4DPVDGFXfLwY_FEobxTR_A2ZOgj-W6r4dNfANp_F5uCRNCTm_x4Im0iepx3iYBR4PjqOgWPhrr2rr44VrEitmsBRd1asNgIu5uLKLUwf-bDN3lPkhJWIy_bN3UIoRfWMHiCgI2iC8B3oHD-hFh1CY-Mgd1GD_YvX5vBnZu6__8XJ5Km0Vkwk_hUv2EJpYV1vSXAlgC_xd5tI5N8ORTYyg8g_d2kvI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9RsyQmg6irQGUb6q5k8eq7MGOE3694eFJRosJHbx1HXEjLNDKewvc4wwy8SQUWz-mCrWT23VPKgs16T-plv8Azvwxp2DFj3HQXhZqThXSGtOCeVN46MQEuNQfVD4pCGwyvY9hGOGmZ8LlciyIGfKO-arId7ws5EJvtTVnRDHiwR5YaP5jc7Ex2ljrufv7-FZP0L21e_RhGn5Ft6Hv66WlVBeN9BnmhNLLabQUFS9WCnYw-aDRuY99-5l91kWLkj3j2x0ECwB3g3vpuYsn5edMYSyASx2FwyMHhpJ2sHpfMd4eWObZfEmaDsJixAkEgAgb4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9Tp4hy_oWvbmPFol18ub1d2NCbSh9BXttQenNEWB35yFYY_N3J9OgShVcU8To3U1sjR7BTKc6knGKWXqMC_5Gzbo1uAZrtwaF1R8ux2qt02W3LYxorsdcw6L85QTkFIzVcy7MQdG3-S0YuT0gnOLQk8kXqJJ5N0AT_aCjRWFt2LlUpKNxyuZJsQmqFIyxVFCgLV7cNmbigzLmL9ooA6uPlPX0JgHRXuKt5ms4L_BM0S7mjJj2v-qjN4C_RnPCK_wMlwCCcEE4KZs9W76Hvtv0TQFcth4ypvM4Yd8Q4cQ4LeOA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9RIowkNdv-kdQ2RPqR-Ofa2wGlyf9GnHkNoAV5EXF6SQueitkdqxO0l2vpSjmpVmf9EU1OEOa541Y7I3JIoCOqxKJ3z55qiNWAcs9O7qlFy7pzvr1ABgW3tRxTESGnNlFUR1-S4QWrLw-hihbI7gP7PN9ts9rVen3o=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9S7qvBDy517Nn4UmS1siwR1Ag45GPcOk6KTQVDdLWPXp5VVI9tCSHgO-3dSmfi9dUgFR_Ja2Ks6WYiu2He90eoYf44If0W1CzPhrL2l5ukcx956WXRqZXv8yriTIcl54oVHERW1U_TP4ehiJN4v2qdrm-BLsj4n2fs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9QMRxNqWVMt39AGcWOdlalmkd-rXXfWDJ4QwvDUJpcltnsg6y7-RlAUvB6NiOnVKkkBMO8yDM_9XBMnqIMgkYuAXgi8V5wWwPwlhrnG2DeZ0JwdY8wEwoJ2RIBWhe0JoWer-7DDHylrFffU2soIgzFQMDT8Pg7i85eYj-n2NWWbLl59QT8VZ-Dqdf_6bS5Y6AhshE6EmpxQYtjQYfwNZL6frW87VMjAyznDQVShqYxcqinl1gQcU3_j28GtxzUh2P1YolBVugXlmXAKbGMIj96mPt_FQcKCa70=
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Registration.aspx?rid=2&utm_source=google&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CBI-FOA-Reviewer%2BRecruiting
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9SaqylxSkla6lKnqmEO_Ht5XdEa0i788AC8lzDjWSDquOsX-VCMwkhkHZB-7c6UfgF2EwjMBxIQ0e8QZ70z-5Hzp4En2KTmfoiQBT_tBUEYwCh6h8j9PEmrJ5gH91H3nIQ7SZM8MHenrbny_YBwuGl-laGnYOF4bKRq4k3wyRJuGbAMLKTRq6KkbVFHzBvTnlvdSAVbupl6xTX-_2IkOLDSfyGKKo4p1p1JifpvmuVYwgnSY3tzmvwpHPrqrNzdPpR1R19QA8DwPbbqgari5Pz2QRno4fLPU0FKWVIVYTkSt7wnI0Zb_X_aoH3rOwQCihh2dWnwbzx_WQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9SaqylxSkla6lKnqmEO_Ht5XdEa0i788AC8lzDjWSDquOsX-VCMwkhkHZB-7c6UfgF2EwjMBxIQ0e8QZ70z-5Hzp4En2KTmfoiQBT_tBUEYwCh6h8j9PEmrJ5gH91H3nIQ7SZM8MHenrbny_YBwuGl-laGnYOF4bKRq4k3wyRJuGbAMLKTRq6KkbVFHzBvTnlvdSAVbupl6xTX-_2IkOLDSfyGKKo4p1p1JifpvmuVYwgnSY3tzmvwpHPrqrNzdPpR1R19QA8DwPbbqgari5Pz2QRno4fLPU0FKWVIVYTkSt7wnI0Zb_X_aoH3rOwQCihh2dWnwbzx_WQ==
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101966333433


Funding Opportunities 
 

  
DOE Offers $500 per 
Review For Commercial 
Building Energy Efficiency 
Solutions 
[More] 

Certification Counts 
 

 
"Florida Green" 

Certifications To Date 
  

Homes 
136 Homes in 2013 

5,557 total as of 2/28/13 
  

Commercial Buildings 
Registered: 22 

Certified: 7 
  

Hi-Rise 
Registered: 4 
Certified: 1 

  
Land Development 

Registered: 61 
Certified: 12 

  
Local Government 

Registered: 57 
Certified: 44 

  
Multi-Family 

In 2013 
3 Buildings 

92 Units  
  
  

Florida Water Star 
Certifications 

NWFWMD and SRWMD 
Areas 

3 Homes in 2012 

Education 
Opportunities  

  
April 10, 2013 Webinar 
Energy Codes for Existing 
Buildings 
National Conversation 
1 p.m. EDT 
[More] 
  
April 10, 2013 Webinar 
Economics of Sustainable 
Development 
& the Sustainable 
Communities Calculator 
12 - 1:30 p.m. EDT 

[Register] 
  
1000 Friends of Florida 
Free monthly webinars 

efficiency of commercial buildings.  

  

By allowing businesses to expense capital improvements for 

energy efficiency as part of their ordinary operating costs, 

Section 179D rewards capital investments to save energy. 

  

However, the current 179D credit is set to expire in 2013, is 

insufficient to incentivize retrofits, and cannot be utilized by a 

wide range of taxpayers. Various stakeholders, including the 

Real Estate Roundtable and US Green Building Council, have 

developed legislation to address the weaknesses of the 

current law. [More] 

  

FGBC Issues RFP for Certification Review Services 
 

   

The Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC) is seeking a 

qualified contractor to provide technical review services for 

projects submitted to FGBC for green certification, data 

analysis of certified projects, and quality control field 

inspections of projects and Certifying Agents. [Download the 

RFP] 

   

Green Building Value Statement of the Week 
 

   

People are always asking what the benefits of green building 

are, so when I come across 'value statements' that make for 

a good response, I'll share those with you. This quote from 

the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy 

(ACEEE) is perfect ammunition for Florida's multi-family 

housing industry:  

  

"Energy efficiency can make a huge difference in the bottom 

line for multifamily building owners," said Kate Johnson, 

ACEEE senior policy analyst. "In addition to lower utility bills, 

owners have happier tenants because units are more 

comfortable. That means lower tenant turnover and higher 

occupancy rates, which also makes a big impact on cash flow 

for building owners."  

  

Read a report on factors that contribute to effective energy 

efficiency program design for multifamily buildings. 

  

Jacksonville to Host Environmental Symposium 
 

  

The 2013 Environmental Symposium scheduled for August 

23, 2013 has issued a "Call for Abstracts" and set a deadline 

for submission by April 15, 2013. Suggested major topics 

include, but are not limited to, energy, water, air, innovation, 

sustainable communities, and natural resource management. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9RcO6Xt7OWkpaaUquN1HwG3w-cRyIELAWbzmlKOsIv3a6bbcth-UBMx6xtZ0BSUQ7W1ba8tLNmpzGscdKT017h6jPVMf0nSaey25rVa7vbjq-xpUGQufeO5yOLYBs5K0EHqIvdGBULNrj9aOXSzO9-uktteHK7D4OEVicyM8Ycess-mVF1lA5wNmGv_tt03wbUx7Ox08kLqQkZKzRcWvQiZsxdLP-WnDGJuZWVkc43aklEHaEklsZbSZV4P2GFKGCT8d9OHcUHYHcQjjVPFUk38
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9QLKaOv-CVD-sC0Nm_0XxrJ0Znh-xrjBWZHvnUiJp5seMCCGfmvYlwMaBE9lIAGDfEIyQ0Ja9nARM6VhVUav6I21Y3l89-itPlyMFGRq8NlyVC_aJn9CnQfNULsvj-Nl0JuJu9ELLBi3Mrkyw0y1TuIzaiyQGm1zRPIH2dlaMFF69cHhgap0GksqXmVDmk2e_UPf-8I7KNxLtXRH8XITfhZVpNVzsKAxJbG4UTVM2EwtM85PQb2lk0B6_0XT_PRlxlUzgygLmkhg-h0w5hR599q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9Rko5dXchXbUWM8W5GiNsDy_Nalw-9qoga8XegiX-kBIu268vAiZ-EBlW6wP9Xn7yOzilCBSJc1QOk5l3BT2HdcOSQyFrTn3vrVVOskVKwahLEd13kXG0KGXQ0-gZ7STro_8OyaxBGNLuPKnRjXy7--xXilvXkBpOLeETD4iNUTkoKxPv1bK4j7J4G4-kQw6PHsuPYY3HUksHkAf5ZfcgSbnepAdqMUD7f1UL8GdsZlmaY6mfR-XlDp1S9XTNOKyt9huYTi8HfkANuBdXWsyHUvWVxGiKmGkcgw6r1HYndJJRuci7XsjeI56GTlVKtfY93atS5SS2Bt6RXCIFu2IM3DfxmeNX08lox1ld98mZYgI9PHbliNK5GNaUhl9n6Dd_M=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9Sr5QHmUBzujbxWnAIbNBm0XJmUDcgHiK_c3PsSUre9_xnqtXRBiph_Q49U3Lw2mw85AeMBKQsKccG5uDghI3sIxTZWnLqdagpc2HO52KPBvQkfgE9PJsspHFZkq6sgQO_Trq-r3S7AF3sycqBnbIlLJ15nbydI3bGjt2Tcpu5nNWeC8LyyfyWzlkt8XsWEFArpP1YqytGiNLkqYaLDr_QpNABfBZ1ov0bghiwW4murgoaMEKQYt2ZpdBFlKrvalYLyd4kPe8Y_J4CmLUAtkiLtPpdxRCTuL1o7GelNf2-9X0yNJtykDtDiZzNPKEkTXEH2vgh_JE_T9C41CqNhOeYHZdTya5-6CtGmu-YmCg_jjJJnhkSG0EokybW2D-HFnmw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9Sr5QHmUBzujbxWnAIbNBm0XJmUDcgHiK_c3PsSUre9_xnqtXRBiph_Q49U3Lw2mw85AeMBKQsKccG5uDghI3sIxTZWnLqdagpc2HO52KPBvQkfgE9PJsspHFZkq6sgQO_Trq-r3S7AF3sycqBnbIlLJ15nbydI3bGjt2Tcpu5nNWeC8LyyfyWzlkt8XsWEFArpP1YqytGiNLkqYaLDr_QpNABfBZ1ov0bghiwW4murgoaMEKQYt2ZpdBFlKrvalYLyd4kPe8Y_J4CmLUAtkiLtPpdxRCTuL1o7GelNf2-9X0yNJtykDtDiZzNPKEkTXEH2vgh_JE_T9C41CqNhOeYHZdTya5-6CtGmu-YmCg_jjJJnhkSG0EokybW2D-HFnmw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qQFHtTXGi9RmJMpexMcoFwmg8q2TKTfUUrq-_s-6iNNxKxFtKssmGqJQSt-oMa-ZeMRhAugg_8IAOz2t-xilKvDI2c7kD32kxQc04wxIWk93RFtigRPr6NMof-DkabJsFHMAWR5l1iMmHBamYDAzCdMXU-2eZrssGfx2kRCvJ4Nj3yqxm2CuUzZN5aZuzhxGlOVUXNMfxSRm0ce0Lhyn81c9IXB3rEcQjp0lfdtjijRwyNk_KC4Erl4x68nYuj8RmACx4mZofq89VHbTfiPmCQ==


[More] 
   
April 24-25, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
Florida Solar Energy Center 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 
  
June 6, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Verification 
Course 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
[Register] 
  
August 21-22, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
Florida Solar Energy Center 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 
  
August 23, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Verification 
Course 
Sarasota, FL 
(In conjunction with 
GreenTrends) 
[Register] 
  
August 23, 2013 
Environmental 

Symposium 
Univ. of North Florida 
Jacksonville, FL 
[More] 
  
November 15, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Verification 
Course 
Gainesville, FL 
[Register] 

Calendar of Events 
 

  
April 11-13, 2013 
Reclaim + Remake 
Symposium 
Crough Center for 
Architectural Studies School 
of Architecture and Planning, 
The Catholic University of 
America 
Washington, DC 
More 
 
April 12, 2013 8:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. EST 
Water Conservation Expo 
& Vendor Fair 
West Palm Beach, FL 
More 
  
April 16-17, 2013 

Engineers, scientists, consultants, educators, inventors, 

regulated industry, and policy makers from the North Florida 

area are all invited to submit abstracts for consideration. 

[More]  

  

South Florida's Housing Market Remains Hot 
 

 

Strong demand and dwindling supply are propelling the 

median sales price of Miami-Dade properties, with 

condominium prices rising 26.9 percent in February to 

$165,000 compared to a year earlier, and 6.5 percent 

compared to the previous month, according to figures 

released Thursday by the Miami Association of Realtors and 

the local Multiple Listing Service. [More] 

  

Southern Cities More Sustainable Than We Think 
 

   

It's commonly thought that the least sustainable cities in 

America are the Southern ones. They are generally newer 

metros built in the age of the car (in large part because no 

one wanted to live there before we also invented the air 

conditioner). 

   

A closer look at the math of indoor climate control suggests 

that southern cities may in fact be more sustainable than 

their older, bitterly colder brethren in the north. We're looking 

at you, Minneapolis. Michael Sivak, a research professor at 

the University of Michigan, compared Minnesota's largest city 

(and the coldest major metro in the U.S.) with Miami (our 

warmest metro on average); looking at the energy it takes for 

the two just to keep themselves at livable temperatures. 

   

Minneapolis - just talking here about heating and cooling - is 

three-and-a-half times as energy demanding as Miami, a 

finding that will likely shock people there who've long prided 

themselves on life without A/C. 

   

"Think of it this way," Sivak says. "Let's say you would like to 

have 70 degrees indoors. Think of how cold it can get in 

Minneapolis or Chicago or Ann Arbor. It can get down to 

zero." But on a really hot day in Miami, maybe the 

temperature tops out at 100. It takes a lot more energy to 

heat a room by 70 degrees than to cool a room by 30. In fact, 

it takes more energy to heat a room by one degree than to 

cool it by the same amount. And the typical air conditioner is 

about four times more energy efficient than the typical 

furnace or boiler. [More] 
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FHBA Legislative 
Conference 
Tallahassee, FL 
More  
 
April 25-26, 2013 
Florida Green Business 
Expo 
Indian River State College 
Fort Pierce, FL 
More 
 
April 26, 2013 
Volusia County Green 
Symposium 
Stetson University 
Deland, FL 
More 
  
May 9-10, 2013 
Affordable Housing 
Preservation Conference 
Allegro Hotel 
Chicago, Il 
More  
 
May 15-17, 2013 
National Brownfields 
Conference 
Georgia World Congress 
Center 
Atlanta, GA 
More 
 

May 18-23, 2013 
BOAF Conference 
Daytona Hilton 
Daytona Beach, FL 
More 
 
May 22-25, 2013 
FL City & County Mgmt 
Assn (FCCMA) 
Hilton Orlando 
Orlando, FL 
More 
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Commercial 
 1st Tuesday 

Monthly 
3 p.m. 

  
Education 

NAHB Research Center Adopts Name Change 
 

   

The NAHB Research Center changed its name to Home 

Innovation Research Labs, effective February 12, 2013.  

  

Nothing in the name change alters the company's relationship 

with the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) as its 

independent subsidiary; its access to industry segments as a 

result of that relationship; or its research, testing, and third-

party certification.  

  

The name change was intended to help provide building 

industry clients - such as product manufacturers, trade 

associations, homebuilders, remodelers, developers, and 

architects - with more brand equity and understanding with 

consumers. 

  

Other NAHB news: 

  

When the 2012 National Green Building Standard (NGBS) was 

approved by ANSI in January, project registration and 

certification deadlines were announced for projects to be 

submitted under the 2008 NGBS: 

 May 1, 2013 = Registration Deadline for 2008 NGBS 

Certified Projects 

  

 August 1, 2014 = Completion deadline for single-

family homes registered for 2008 NGBS certification 

  

 February 1, 2016 = Completion deadline for 

multifamily buildings registered for 2008 NGBS 
certification 

    

Earn Cash Back with FGBC Rewards Program 
 

 

The Florida Green Building Coalition Membership Committee  

recently announced a "Cash Back" rewards program. For  

every new member recruited, the sponsoring FGBC member  

earns 10 percent of the new member's annual membership  

fee. Rewards are applied to the sponsor's annual renewal.  

Check the FGBC website for details and to download. 

  

Certifying Agents this is a no-brainer for you. Every time you  

contract for certification services, be sure to include an FGBC  

membership in your contract price. Fill out the membership  

form and submit with payment to FGBC to earn your rewards. 

[More] 
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FGBC Welcomes New Members & Certifying Agents 
 

 

YEAR-TO-DATE: 

  

New Members: 

- Joe Adams, Adams Quality Homes, Tallahassee,  

     FGBC sponsor: Randy Conn 

- John Classe, Crescent Communities, Winter Garden, 

     FGBC sponsor: John Rinehart 

- Sean del Castillo, Habitat for Humanity Lake Sumter 

FL, Eustis, 

     FGBC sponsor: Gary Carmack 

- Sandra Malarkey, New Environment Investments LLC., 

Bonita Springs 

- James Richardson, City of Jacksonville, Jacksonville 

- Michael Rowen, Legacy Construction, Inc., Winter Park 

    FGBC sponsor: Gary Carmack 

- Danny Smith, Ecovolt Electric, Inc., St Petersburg 

- Sara Summerville, Ecovolt Electric, Inc., St Petersburg 

- Greg Thomas, Green Key Village, LLC / Mainsail Solutions, 

Inc., Fruitland Park  

  

Re-joining Members: 

- Tom Coady, Haven Construction Co., Clermont 

- Jason Helvenston, Orlando 

- George Kinney, City of St Pete Beach, St Pete Beach 

    FGBC sponsor: Bill Lazar 

- Kurt Lutgert, The Lutgert Companies, Naples 

- Craig McManus, Affordable Solar Hot Water and Power, LLC., 

Dothan, AL 

- Danielle Pol, K Hovnanian Windward Homes, Tampa 

- Doug Riedel, Holiday Builders, Melbourne 

- John Schutt, Southern Cross Building Products, 

LLC., Boynton Beach 

- James Sloan, James Sloan Construction Consulting, Freeport 

  
 

   

Sincerely, 

   

 

Suzanne Cook, CAE 

FGBC Executive Director  

 
 

 

 

 


